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Name of Principle Contact: Dr. Kris Hiney 

Title: Assistant Professor, Equine Extension Specialist 

Institution: Oklahoma State University 

 

Education: PhD – Michigan State University, Animal Science 

  MS – Texas A&M University, Animal Science 

  BS – University of Illinois, Urbana/Champaign, Animal Science 

Summary: 

I have been conducting horsemanship and equine management clinics for over twenty years, 
beginning as a graduate student at Texas A&M University, as a full professor at the University of 
Wisconsin-River Falls, and now as the equine extension specialist at Oklahoma State University.  
My current position allows me to bring my expertise and experience to a broader audience 
throughout Oklahoma, involving both youth and adult education, while maintaining my 
connection to undergraduate education.   I am also fortunate to have the opportunity to assist the 
equine industry, especially in the state of Oklahoma where horses have a robust place not only in 
the economy, but in the culture as well.  I have successfully completed six international 
horsemanship camps with AQHA and am excited to bring this opportunity to the students at 
OSU.  Furthermore, I have a diverse background in the equine industry, competing as a hunt seat 
rider through the Appaloosa Horse Club and Intercollegiate Horse Show Association 
competitions, and currently through training my own horses for Open competition in the 
American Quarter Horse Association and stock horse competitions.  I have also worked for 
pleasure and race horse trainers, and have been employed as a track groom.  I am familiar with 
current industry trends through my coaching of competitive judging teams, and as a carded judge 
with AQHA.  My current research interests involve best practices in teaching and determining 
how academia can best meet the horse industry’s needs.  Details on the programs and classes I 
have taught, as well as my industry experience and involvement are summarized below. 

Name: Sarah Schobert 

Title: Graduate student – Master of Science 

Institution- Oklahoma State University 

Education: Bachelor of Science – Animal Science 



Sarah started out riding quarter horses as a child and showed the all-around in 4-H, IBHA and 
ABRA circuit shows. It was during this time she fell in love with the versatility and kindness of 
the American Quarter Horse.  Upon, moving from Indiana to Virginia at 13 years old, her 
direction changed as she began to ride sport horses and compete in eventing and dressage shows. 
This emphasis of riding taught her to ride many different types of horses and the overall 
appreciation of a good horse no matter the breed or discipline. She was the 2010 Year End Blue 
Ridge Eventing Champion Young Rider and 2010 Reserve State Champion in Dressage.  

She moved to Illinois in 2011 to attend Black Hawk College. There she was able to compete on 
both the Intercollegiate Horse Show Association in the Western Division and Horse Judging 
Team. Showing IHSA in the western division returned her back to her roots of American Quarter 
Horses and western riding. She was awarded all-academic team honors on the equestrian team 
and a distinguished all-American horse judge. In the summer of 2012 she worked for a Grand 
Prix Hunter/Jumper trainer in Indianapolis, Indiana named Brian Leach who previously was 
mentored under George Morris. She was able to ride several more outstanding sport horses. 
While at Black Hawk College she was able to take several riding classes including the advanced 
session of Western Horsemanship, Show Preparation Finishing Training and Equitation over 
Fences.  

Upon moving to Oklahoma to finish her B.S. at Oklahoma State University Sarah finished her 
competitive judging season as an academic all-American once more. She continues to ride both 
western and English. Furthermore, she currently serves as the assistant horse judging coach and 
teaching assistant for the breaking and training class while working on her M.S. Finally, Sarah 
has served as a clinician and open show judge in many states including Virginia, Indiana, 
Illinois, Kansas and Oklahoma. 

Name: Dee Church 

Title: Undergraduate student – Bachelor of Science 

Institution- Oklahoma State University 

Education: Bachelor of Science – Animal Science, Minor – Agriculture Business (expected 
graduation, May 2016) 

Work Experience 

Owner, Dee Church Performance Horses – Canyon, TX & Stillwater, OK                  Fall 2014 - 
Present 

• Trained and rode multiple horses for clients 

• Learned to manage resources, maintain a budget, and provide reports to customers 

• Evaluated daily progress and planned future sessions according to each horse’s goals 

Teaching Assistant, OSU Animal Science - Stillwater, OK                                       Spring 2015, 
Fall 2015 



• Assist in management of the equine breeding program including two studs and 12 mares 

• Interact with industry professionals and discuss issues related to equine management 
practices 

• Prepare lesson plans for Equine Training Methods and Equine Behavior and Handling 

• Explain breaking and training methods to students enrolled in the class 

Intern, Oklahoma Cattleman’s Association - Oklahoma City, OK                                        
Summer 2015 

• Communicated with Oklahoma legislatures regarding currents issues on farmers and 
ranchers in Oklahoma 

• Aided in the management and training of over 100 horses at the A- Ranch 

• Hauled and processed more than 1,000 head of cows ranging in age and genetic makeup 

• Coordinated silent auction efforts at the 2015 Oklahoma Cattleman’s Convention 

• Managed the sale and dispersal of bedding at the Oklahoma Junior Preview show 

• Marketed cattle and horses through photos and videos  

Ranch Hand, RA Brown Ranch - Dalhart & Stinnett, TX            Summer 2013, December 2013 
& 2014 

• Examined animals to detect illness, injury, or disease and treated accordingly sometimes 
with medication  

• Observed physical characteristics to roughly determine rate of weight gain 

• Drove trucks, tractors, and other equipment to distribute feed to animals 

• Marked livestock to identify ownership and grade, using brands, tags and paint 

Ranch Hand, Armitage Livestock - Claremore, OK                                                Spring 2014 & 
Fall 2014 

• Assisted in organization and clarification of cattle being sold  

• Directed and performed orders to be a more efficient cattle sale  

Intern, State Farm - Amarillo, TX                                                                                                
Summer 2014 

• Managed customer relations as the front line for people entering the office and calling in 

• Assisted Shannon Brooks in managing his employees and daily appointments 

• Learned customer service techniques, personal relation skills, and how to run a small 
business 



Sale Intern, Heritage Place - Oklahoma City, OK                                                                         
Spring 2014 

• Aided the Fulton ranch in preparing horses for the Heritage Horse Sale 

• Communicated pedigrees and answered questions from potential buyers  

Intern, Nutrena Animal Nutrition - Oklahoma City, OK                                                                  
Fall 2013 

• Assisted sales staff at American Quarter Horse World Show trade booth 

• Familiarized myself with Nutrena products in order to consult with consumers about their 
feed 

• Reviewed customer’s hay and feeding habits to recommend supplements 

 

Name: Natalie Baker 

Title: OSU Equine Center Manager 

 

Natalie completed her undergraduate career in Equine Business and Industry at West Texas 
A&M University in Canyon, TX where she competed on the collegiate Equestrian Team. She 
rode both hunt seat equitation and western horsemanship and qualified for IHSA Nationals twice 
and earned top 10 placings over fences and on the flat. Moving to Oklahoma, she earned her 
master's degree at Oklahoma State University while serving as the Horse Judging Team Assistant 
Coach. She helped coach the 2012 AQHA World Champion Horse Judging Team while also 
serving as a graduate teaching assistant in all of the equine classes including colt breaking and 
training and equine science. Natalie then obtained a position as Equine Center Supervisor and 
Lecturer at California Polytechnic State University in San Luis Obispo, CA. Her courses 
included introductory and advanced equine evaluation, beginning horsemanship, equine behavior 
modification, foaling, and equine production and management enterprises. Moving back to 
Oklahoma, Natalie now serves as the Equine Center Manager at Oklahoma State University's 
Charles and Linda Cline Equine Teaching Center. She helps teach equine labs and will be 
leading classes beginning in the fall. 

	

	


